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June 8th, 2016

The quarterly meeting of the Valley County Board of Health was held Wednesday, June 8th, 2016 at 5:15pm.  Board members present were: Chairman Clay Berger, Amber Swindler, and Maggan Walstad.  Others in attendance: Director Connie Boreson, Ella Tweten, RN, and Dr. Gordon Bell, MD, and Commissioner Bruce Peterson. FMDH marketing director, Nick Dirkes, was also in attendance.
The minutes of March 9, 2016 meeting were reviewed; Maggan Walstad made a motion to adopt the minutes, and Amber Swindler seconded.  Carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Nick Dirkes, FMDH representative gave a very informative and interesting report from the results of their Community Health Needs Assessment. It was compiled and prepared by Professional Research Consultants, Inc.  The data is from a four county area: Phillips, Valley, Daniels and Roosevelt and the input was from 63 community stakeholders- community leaders, doctors, public health, social services and other providers. The information is based on their experiences and populations they serve and was gathered through an online survey. This information lead to twelve areas of significant health needs and a worksheet will be distributed after the presentation.  We are asked to rank health issues to help prioritize the areas to target. 
Connie Boreson gave an update on the Valley Care Coalition, relating to the Community Health Assessment in April and the strength of the CASPER findings.  
NEW BUSINESS
Connie Boreson reported that Kristin McColly was no longer a provider for Family Planning. Due to scheduling conflicts the contract was terminated early. A new provider Laureli Scribner , APRN-FNP, has stepped into her place. She had owned her own practice and has interest in the Title X program. June 1st, 2016 was a successful first clinic for Laureli.  The new contract with Dawson County will have all expenses for Family Planning provided by them, Valley County will not get any compensation in the contract but we will be able to keep any balance billing proceeds.
Connie next reported on a Tobacco Prevention Grant that Valley County was previously unaware of. The grant totals $27,900. Brittany Archambeault is currently attending training in Helena and will become the Tobacco Prevention Specialist for the Health Department. Brief discussion followed.


Connie then discussed the success of the Community Health Assessment (CHA) and the new grant obtained for Community Health Initiative Program (CHIP) for $5,000. A recap of the CHA results will be planned for a public meeting in the near future.
Vaccines for Children (VFC) site visit was held May 4th, 2016. Valley County Health Department receives $70,000 in state supplied vaccine (public/VFC) for qualifying children. An audit is required at participating sites. Borrowing issues between private vaccine and public vaccine were discussed and resolved. Most errors were due to the frequent turn overs in the data entry position. Borrowing reports will continue to be evaluated for accuracy.
Valley County Health Department has spent $142,000 in private vaccines for insured patients. To date, $200,000 has been received after billing for immunization costs. It was pointed out that the Health Department is the primary place to receive vaccinations for children and adolescents. Discussion followed.
SANITARIAN REPORT
Cam Shipp, RS, was unable to attend. The Sanitarian’s report was reviewed; many Food Safety Trainings and Inspections have been held March through May. Only one health complaint has been received involving the disposal of prohibited material at an unapproved location. Septic Installation and permits also came into discussion. Clay Berger asked who was licensed to clean septic tanks. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT REPORT
Director Connie Boreson presented information on increased immunization numbers.
Connie discussed the POD exercise held at the Glasgow High School on March 17th. Many partners participated; DES, VC Road Dept., FMDH, GHS, and Nemont Telephone. The Red Thumb Day, held along with the POD exercise, was to raise awareness on distracted driving. All high school students were dismissed from class and made their way through the Point of Dispensing (POD) with activities along the way. April 22nd was the 2nd Annual Community Stroll at Sullivan Park, where 76 people participated. Cardiac Ready Community information and training was available, Law Enforcement came to greet participants, and Fish Wildlife & Parks employees provided activities along the walking trail.  
Connie also discussed rabies prevention measures. An isolation area has been determined for unclaimed dogs that have been captured after an animal bite incident. The Be-A-Tree article was published in the Health/Wellness Courier insert on approaching dogs safely. Chelsie McAllister, DVM at Valley Vet Clinic held Rabies Clinics June 3rd, 4th and 6th in the surrounding areas. Clay Berger was present at the Glasgow vaccination clinic and would like to see Chelsie with more help, possibly preloaded shots. VCHD is interested in lending a hand and another option suggested was contacting 4-H members. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Connie then discussed outreach and education that has taken place this quarter. April 27th, Ella Tweten, RN, and Leslie Simensen, RN, went to Irle School for the 5th grade Puberty Classes. May 18th, Ella 


and Cam Shipp, RS, visited with East Side School students on programs and services the Health Department offers.
Cardiac Ready Community has tubs containing training material available for local businesses and groups. Connie reported that 130 people have been trained, to date. A goal of 700 CRC trained people over the summer and locating AEDs in Valley County has been set. To help with this process Andrea Hansen, a (student) from FMDH will work a few hours with the Health Department to locate AEDs and teach CRC classes. 
Blood Pressure Clinics have been held biweekly at Prairie Ridge Village. Open to the public and residents the average BPs taken at each visit is 32-35. This number is largely due to Prairie Ridge’s health program; all residents are strongly encouraged to record weekly BPs. Amber Swindler, PRV Director, encourages the face to face time with residents and their nurse, Paulette Knaff, RN. Few people from the community have attended. It has been suggested that a different location would encourage more people to come. Dr. Bell says many people are going to the Glasgow Clinic for blood pressures, free of charge. Dr. Bell is now suggesting his patients to buy Blood Pressure Cuffs to use at home for a more accurate reading. Nemont Manor and The Senior Citizen Center are options.

The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 14, 2016.

OTHER BUSINESS
No other business was discussed.
Amber Swindler made a motion to adjourn; Maggan Walstad seconded.  Meeting adjourned.



__________________________________________________
Clay Berger, Valley County Board of Health Chairman


