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The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with
Chairman Dave Reinhardt, members Bruce H. Peterson and Paul Tweten and Recording Secretary Joanne
Strommen present.

Pam Walling, MACo Health Care Trust (Trust) Marketing Representative, joined the meeting for her
appointment to give the Commissioners an update on Valley County's health insurance.

Mrs. Walling said that for now it looks like Valley County will have a reduction in Health Insurance rates
of approximately 3.6%. She said that is not final yet, she should have the final numbers in March. There
may be an increase in the administration costs for the Health Trust, but based on Valley County's loss
ratio the insurance rates will be reduced. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Walling said the Health Care Trust had contracted a new company to take care of the wellness
program for them. However, she was disappointed to report, based on the complaints on the three health
fairs that were done by this company this year, they have severed their contract with the company. She
said this had just happened and the Trust has not yet decided what to do to replace these services. The
health fair that was planned for May in Valley County will not happen.

Mrs. Walling said that the IRS Codes Section 125, says that employers can allow their employees to make
health insurance payments or invest funds into a cafeteria or flex plan putting in pretax dollars. Valley
County does not have a flex plan, but does use cafeteria plan options. The County has to have a
document that reflects what plans are offered to the employees and if they are pretax deductions. This
plan will be part of the yearly audit review. Mrs. Walling said that she would suspect Valley County has
an agreement signed with Aflac from several years ago, but will need to make sure it is up to date. She
said Allegiance Insurance can also provide this service. Mrs. Walling said she would work with Lynne
Nyquist, Valley County Clerk and Recorder, to make sure Valley County is up to date and will meet the
requirements of Section 125.

Mrs. Walling left the office.

Reuben Vincent, Great Northern Development Corporation, (GNDC) Brownfields Program Manager,
joined the meeting to participate in a conference call with Hayden Janssen, State of Montana Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Petroleum Brownfields Coordinator, in Helena.

Chairman Reinhardt phoned Hayden Janssen, Petroleum Brownfields Coordinator, State of Montana
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Jeff Kuhn, DEQ. Also on the call from the DEQ office
was Jeff Kuhn (Section Supervisor), Mike Trombetta (Bureau Chief), Becky Convery (Legal) and Jason
Seyler (Lead Brownfields Coordinator).

Mr. Hayden said the reason we are having this call is to make sure that everyone is on the same page
regarding the project plan for the Magruder property. Unfortunately they heard Friday afternoon that this
project is going to be pursued through the Brownfields program and we need to get that confirmed. He
asked Mr. Vincent if this was in fact true, that the Magruder property cleanup is going to be done through
the Brownfields program.

Mr. Vincent said that his group from GNDC is still working on this program, but they cannot spend any
money on it until a SEP is developed and been approved by his Board.

Mr. Kuhn said that he wanted the Commissioners aware of what they have to do if they are going down
the path of the Brownfields program for this property. Normally, whoever holds the contract represents
who is going to administer the program, and he believed there was a contract already done between the
Eastern Montana Brownfields Coalition and the Newfields Environmental, not with Valley County.

Mr. Vincent verified that this was correct and questioned why Newfields was not included in this call.

Mr. Kuhn said this call was only to verify some facts. Usually there is a contract done with the owner of
the property and the petro fund which would be with Valley County. They also want to make sure there
is a proper procedure followed for federal funding. Discussion followed.

>

Mr. Vincent said that the Work Plan has already been approved by the DEQ so they want to implement
that work plan. He said the GNDC is interested in using their Brownfields funding but the GNDC Board
has to meet and approve this project.

Mr. Kuhn said GNDC had not done anything further with the project so he didn't know if they were still
interested.
























































